
1 
 

 
News Release 

 
Wednesday, 16 November 2022 

 
For immediate use 

 
Growth Track 360 seeks £201 million from Chancellor for rail transformation 

across North Wales, Cheshire and Liverpool City Region 
 

As UK Chancellor of the Exchequer Jeremy Hunt MP announces his spending and 
taxation plans on Thursday, business and local authority leaders in the Growth Track 
360 partnership have called for a £201 million investment programme over three 
years to transform the economy of the cross-border region across North Wales, 
Cheshire and Liverpool City Region. 
 
This comes as the House of Commons debates the strategic importance of the North 
Wales Main Line and wider related issues of cross-border rail connectivity. 
 
In earlier submissions to previous Chancellor Rishi Sunak MP, Growth Track 360 
made the case for three key projects: 
 

1. Wrexham to Liverpool Transformation: Twenty-First Century Travel in a 
Corridor of World Class Industries; 

2. North Wales Coast Mainline: Developing Low Carbon Energy and Expanding 
Overseas and British Tourism Sustainably in an Area of Extraordinary Beauty; 
and 

3. Chester Station Modernisation: A Millennial Gateway for a City of Millennia.  
 
Despite substantial progress in the business case development of these crucial 
investments, there are as yet no formally allocated capital funds. 
 
In its submission to the Chancellor earlier this month, Growth Track 360 projects that 
an allocation of £185 million over the next three years will enable the delivery of the 
first phase of proposals for Wrexham to Liverpool services and the North Wales 
Coast Mainline whilst investing £16 million will enable Chester station to the next 
stage of development. 
 
Responding to a debate secured by Robin Millar MP (Conservative, Aberconwy) on 
the Strategic Importance of the North Wales Main Line in the House of Commons on 
15 November, UK Rail Minister Huw Merriman MP said that Network Rail is currently 
finalising an outline business case for upgrading the North Wales Main Line between 
Chester and Holyhead, and improving journey times between North Wales, the North 
West of England and other major UK centres.  Regional rail improvements were also 
backed by Shadow Rail Minister Tan Dhesi MP speaking for the Labour Party. 
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Leader of Flintshire Council and Vice Chair of Growth Track 360, Councillor Ian 
Roberts, said: 
 
“Civic and business leaders in North Wales and neighbouring communities in North 
West England are finding that our vision is increasingly being shared by the main UK 
political parties, having held successful fringe meetings at both the Labour and 
Conservative Party Conferences.  We need the UK Government now to help us 
implement the development work by Transport for Wales and Liverpool City Region 
Combined Authority to make our transformational projects real.” 
 
Growth Track 360 Business Representative, Ashley Rogers, Chief Executive of the 
North Wales Mersey Dee Business Council, said: 
 
“Growth Track 360 represents a modern, vibrant cross-border economy with iconic 
industrial businesses and world class tourism destinations. Every day we see huge 
numbers of cross border flows of workers, students and visitors, almost all by car. 
The ‘supremacy’ of the car increases congestion, reduces our productivity and 
increases our transport emissions. Recognising the Government’s UK-wide priorities 
of achieving faster economic growth and boosting highly paid employment whilst 
meeting Net Zero Carbon targets, we believe that our three priority rail schemes 
represent a deliverable package wholly consistent with those aims.” 

ENDS 
 
Notes for Editors: 
 

1. Growth Track 360 is a public-private partnership established in 2016 uniting 
North Wales, the Wirral and Cheshire West and Chester. Its goal is improving 
cross-border transport connectivity with specific emphasis on rail. 
 

2. Growth Track 360 works closely with key stakeholders, their policies and 
objectives including the Welsh Government, Transport for the North, Liverpool 
City Region Combined Authority, Mersey Dee Alliance, Ambition North Wales, 
Transport for Wales, the Cheshire and Warrington LEP, the West and Wales 
Transport Forum and the private sector. 
 

3. The transcript of the House of Commons debate on the Strategic Importance 
of the North Wales Main Line held on 15 November 2022 may be viewed 
here: https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2022-11-
15/debates/81C38DEE-C000-4003-A22F-
BDA26082F70A/NorthWalesMainLine. 

 
Contacts 
 

• Councillor Ian Roberts, Vice Chair GT360, Leader of Flintshire Council: 
Telephone 01352 702115 Email: lisa.williams@flintshire.gov.uk 

 
• Ashley Rogers, GT360 Business Representative, Commercial Director, North 

Wales Mersey Dee Business Council: Telephone: 0797 047 6599 
Email: jarogers@nwmdbusinesscouncil.org 
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