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26th September 2023 

Dear Prime Minister, 
 
Growth Track 360 Urges the Government to complete Phase 2b of HS2 Birmingham to Manchester 
 
Growth Track 360 is a partnership of political and business leaders representing North Wales, 
Cheshire and South Merseyside advocating for improvement of the region’s rail network. 
 
Growth Track 360 urges the government to complete HS2 Phase 2, the route from Birmingham to 
Manchester via Crewe. 
 
Businesses and political leaders throughout in the North have supported HS2 as a means of 
maintaining the competitiveness of the UK economy because good infrastructure enables economic 
growth and prosperity. It is important that Britain has transport infrastructure that is comparable to 
other developed nations to retain and sustainably grow its advanced industries and service sectors 
and to encourage further investment into the UK. 

HS2 is a critical means of creating additional capacity and improved service levels on the railways. 
Those improved rail services integrated with bus and active travel will take traffic off the roads and 
reduce congestion, exhaust pollution and carbon emissions. HS2 is fundamental to UK plans to 
improve economic productivity and mitigate against climate change. 

Modal shift from the car to public transport and active travel will have health and well-being 
benefits from reduced air pollution and fewer road accidents, potentially reducing future pressure 
on the NHS. 

A decision to cancel the Northern leg of HS2 will waste expenditure already made on the scheme, 
particularly the £2.3bn spent planning and obtaining consents for Phase 2b. All the time and effort 
spent obtaining parliamentary approval and consulting local communities to agree planning 
mitigations will be wasted. Any future initiative to complete the line will have to start from scratch 
and cost even more. 

The proposed route from Old Oak Common to Birmingham will be sub-optimal. It will deliver 
benefits for a small part of the UK and have zero benefit for our businesses and communities in the 
North West of England and North Wales. 
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Cancelling the Northern leg of HS2 (Birmingham to Manchester) will suggest that Westminster no 
longer works for the whole of the UK. It will represent a failure of management in the delivery of 
capital schemes. It will signal that Westminster can no longer be trusted politically or managerially 
by the regions. It will aid those who wish to break up the UK by painting Westminster as self-serving 
and incompetent. 
 
The cancellation will be a blow to the rail industry and its supply chain, reducing UK capacity for rail 
improvement works in the future. It will put the UK in the position of being unable to improve its 
core public transport network in terms of capacity and performance whilst there is also little 
investment in road or buses. This will see a gridlocked, deteriorating transport system decline 
further, to the detriment of business productivity and people’s quality of life. 
 
The government will be seen as being unable or unwilling to deliver its key policy commitments 
made in the 2019 General Election: - 

• Delivering sustainable growth through infrastructure investment and a green industrial 
revolution in the context of a post Brexit “Global Britain”. 

• Levelling Up 
• Strengthening the Union, which includes improving relationships with the English regions as 

well as the devolved administrations. 
 
The price of cancelling HS2 today will be paid in the future with lost jobs, a lack of capacity in the UK 
to deliver future rail investment, a worsening of Britain’s competitiveness as a business location and 
the deepening of divisions between different parts of the UK. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Councillor Louise Gittins, 
Chair, Growth Track 360,  
Leader of Cheshire West & Chester Council 

 
Ashley Rogers, 
Business Representative, Growth Track 360,  
Chief Executive of the North Wales Mersey Dee 
Business Council 

 

 


